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Learning Thai Vocal Music:
Situation, Problems and Solving Method
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Abstract

This is a mixed research between qualitative and quantitative that aimed to: 1) Study
the situations and problems in learning Thai music singing of the western music students of
Faculty of Music, Bankokthonburi University. 2) Find the ways to solve those problems.

The research results were: Physical and family status, 95% of students were healthy,
5% was overweight; 30% were from above normal economic level, 60% from average level and
10% from lower level. For academic status, 80% were in average, 10% are above and 10% are
lower. The class room circumstances and atmosphere were good. The finding problems were
50% of those students were in pitches deviating in which 60% were higher deviate and 40% were
lower deviate.

Method of solving of pitches deviation was: 1) having the students practices along with
the fixed pitch instrument began with single note, then, melody and repeated it over and over.
2) Problem of unable to remember the songs could be solved by learning an easy familiar song
in pentatonic then septatonic and lastly learning the song in tripartite form. Using music with
having the song text underneath let the students see music as a whole, then practice each single
phrase after the instructor, then verse and movement, finally practice the entire song several times.

Using the method said above, the improvement of students’ abilities in singing was obvious.

Keywords : teaching thai singing, western music musicians
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