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The Interpretation of Labor Law
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Abstract

Legal interpretation means to make the meaning of words in the statutory law
clear. Thus, the legal interpretation must start by considering the literal meaning of
the word in order to see whether it is restrictive or extensive and then considering
the legal reasoning and purpose which may not be the same as the intent of lawgiver.
However, the reason and purpose must serve the value of law which aims to be fair
and proper for both person involved and society all together. This law reasoning and
purpose itself will indicate that it should be understood by Restrictive Interpretation
or Extensive Interpretation.

Generally, legal interpretation will consider the meaning of law via the
jurisprudence in 4 ways namely

1. Grammatical interpretation

2. Systematic interpretation

3. Historical interpretation and

4. Teleological interpretation.

However, the labor law involves civil law, public law, criminal law including
social welfare law and social law which must be developed and flexible according

to the social conditions. Labor law interpretation shall not only consider the general
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principal of legal interpretation but must consider the principal of related laws as well.
Moreover, general principal of law such as good faith and unfair contract should also be
considered. By this perception, the interpretation of labor law that contains particular
characteristics will be interpreted in the same direction for both the official level and the
judge level. And if the interpretation is in the same way, it will be accepted confidently

in person involved and be fair for everyone.
Keywords: legal interpretation, restrictive interpretation, labor low
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