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A Study of the Ethical Principles of Confucianism
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Abstract
The objectives of the article were to present the ethical principles of Confucianism by
emphasizing on the fundamental principles, scopes, levels, judging criteria and their ultimate

goals from religious textbooks on Confucianism composed by religious experts and those who
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knew Confucianism.

Confucius specified the five fundamental, ethical principles, namely, 1) loving-kindness,
2) morality, 3) aptness, 4) intelligence, and 5) credit. And Confucius also determined the
scopes of practicing the ethical principles as follows: 1) be good, which there were three
ways such as loving-kindness, wisdom, and courageousness, 2) be polite to everybody not
even the young, the old, and the rich, 3) to be self-reliance without depending on others for
helper, 4) to compensate the bad deeds with the good deeds and the justice and the good
deeds with the good deeds, and 5) be grateful, the sons should be grateful to their parents,
respect them, take care of them; when they died, the sons should do the dying ritual as proper,
worship them even ancestors classified as two levels; individual and social levels. They must
follow the tradition and five relationship principles as follows: 1) the ruler to subject, 2) father
to son, 3) husband to wife, 4) elder brother to younger brother, and 5) friend to friend.
According to Confucius, humanism principles were considered as judging the criteria between
the good deeds and the bad deeds. And self-restraint based on Confucius ethics was also
to attain the ethic ultimate goals of Confucius-“heaven or Tien” as the highest goals or the

realm of happiness.

Keywords : The ethical principles, Confucius
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