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Grounds for Mind Conversion of Asoka the Great to Rule rightly
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Abstract

This article aimed to search for grounds for mind conversion of Asoka the Great
to rule rightly. This study supported the data about causes of his mind conversion based
on Buddhist texts, exegesis, sub-exegesis as well as academic works of modern
scholars to engage the inspirations to do the good deeds. From studying all of these, it
was found that Asoka the Great converted to Buddhism and declared right command

with two reasons: 1) he felt so profoundly sorrow and remorse concerning the soldiers
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and people death in the aggressive war caused by him at Kalinga region, and 2) he

listened to Buddhist teaching and the diligence from the novice named Nikrodha. On the

other hand, some scholars said that he might have wanted to convert for a long time

because his mind is not bad by nature. Perhaps he might feel non conscious to realize

what it is and infatuated with his own might. After he had been able to realize what it is,

he also gave various values to people.

Keywords: Grounds for Mind Conversion, Asoka the Great, to Role rightly
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